Video Notes: Incredible March
· In June 1936 Edgar Snow, a journalist from Kansas City, was in China following the story of his life. He was there to interview the leader of the Communists Red Army.
· Snow saw poverty and devastation as well as war.
· Japanese Emperor Hirohito threatened the east coast and invaded Manchuria. They also bombarded Shanghai.

· The country was ripe for both Communist and Right Wing Nationalism.

· Civil War raged between the two groups.

· The man who Snow was to interview believed he could rule all of China. His name was Mao Zedong.

· Mao was born in 1883 to a peasant family in Southeast China. He was educated so he could manage the family accounts. Mao hated his father, who beat him regularly, and he loved his mother.

· Mao learned that if he complied then he would be beaten but if he resisted he earned respect.

· Mao ran away to college studied with Sun Yat-sen and eventually rose through the ranks of the Communist Party. Another Sun Yat-sen student also rose through the ranks in China to become the leader of the Nationalist Party, Chiang Kai Shek.

· Chiang was determined to destroy the left and kill every Communist that he could so he could set up his own authority.

· Snow found Mao in a cave. At first Mao was suspicious of Snow, but then opened up.
· Mao explained that after the Shanghai Massacre the Communists were splintered and forced into hiding. Mao established himself in the mountains to the south-west of Shanghai with only 1,000 men. 

· Mao also believed that victory lay in harnessing the power of the peasants. There he met Chu Teh a military man who could inspire armies and the two became inseparable.

· By 1934 their peasant guerilla army grew to 200,000.

· Each night Mao described to Snow how he used guerilla tactics to defeat Chiang.

· The Red Army had the support of the Russian Communist Army but the Soviets were determined to keep the Chinese in their control.

· Mao was a rebel for insisting on the peasant role in the revolution and was expelled from the Chinese Communist Central Committee.

· In 1932 Russia sent more money and Otto Brown a German womanizer and bully who didn’t speak Chinese. Brown immediately took command and abandoned Mao’s guerilla style. Instead he favored stand and fight tactics.

· By 1934 Nationalist forces were defeating the Communists. Brown believed the Communists should retreat. 20,000 wounded were left behind with women and children and the men fled.

· Mao caught malaria and was left behind when the Chinese Communists retreated under Brown. Most of the other men left behind were beheaded by the Nationalist forces.

· October 16, 1934 over 100,000 men escaped in the darkness without much fighting. Their hope was to meet up with Communists throughout Chine.

· Little Red Devils (young boys who remained behind) were message runners for the Communists and took care of the sick.

· Chiang struck out with revenge when he heard that the Red Army escaped.

· In their escape the Reds left behind much of their property, they buried money, and lost over 50,000 men over the next few months.

· Mao’s men struggled with few supplies. They headed westward disguised as Nationalists towards the City of Tsunyi.

· In Tsunyi Mao emerged as the undisputed leader of the Revolutionary Military Council and the Communist forces. His first action was to make Chu Teh Commander in Chief. Brown left.

· Mao directed his Red Army north but first he had to cross the heavily guarded Yangtze River.

· Mao lured Chiang’s forced away from the crossing point and pushed on north.

· In the long march north the Reds crossed 24 rivers and 18 mountain ranges.

· During the march Mao’s wife gave birth but they had to leave the baby with a peasant women and the child was never heard of again.

· North of the Yangtze they next had to cross Lolo Land, a remote area where the tribes hated the Chinese. They offered the tribesmen guns and drank the blood of a freshly slaughtered chicken in a show of brotherhood.

· Mao and the Red Army found themselves at the Tatu River with only 3 boats to ferry 45,000 men across as the Nationalists arrived.

· Mao gambled again. If he could lead his men 80-miles north to a chain link Luting Bridge he might be able to outrun the Nationalists. They moved quickly for 72-hours. At night torches lit up both sides of the river. On the far side were Nationalist forces.

· The bridge was made of iron chains and the Nationalists ripped up half of the planking by the time Mao arrived.
· 22 of Mao’s bravest men were sent across the bridge links to take control of the bridge head while facing intense enemy fire. One after the other men dropped into the river. Men followed close behind carrying planks so the rest of the men could cross.

· The Nationalists dumped kerosene at the bridge head and set it on fire just as the Red Army approached. The men ran through the flames and threw hand grenades at the Nationalists.

· Within an hour the Red Army moved across the bridge and out of reach of the rest of the Nationalist forces.

· The incredible march was about the survival of the Communists in China. As they moved north they didn’t have rice. Instead they ate corn that passed right through them and they had stomach problems.

· In 8-months the Communists traveled 4,000 miles but only 40,000 of the original men remained and they were weakened and tired.

· Now seven mountain ranges (in the Snowy Mountains) were in Mao’s path. His men headed into the Snowy Mountains. It was Mao’s only hope to avoid the Nationalist planes.

· Mao’s men had never seen snow before and wore straw sandals and cotton clothes. They were not prepared for the weather and many froze to death.

· On June 11 the Red Army left the Snowy Mountains and met up with the northern Communist Army. 

· North of the mountains was Mao’s biggest challenge, the grasslands. In late August after 11-months of marching, Mao and his remaining 30,000 men crossed the grasslands (large swamp).
· The first men marked the trail but soon the path was worn and the markers disappeared. Many of the men and horses did not make it out of the swamp.

· The last men to pass picked through the feces of the men and animal who went before them to find undigested grains in order to survive.

· Many ate wild grass that often turned out to be poisonous. Some boiled leather and boiled down bones.

· When the Red Army exited the grasslands it only had 7,000 men.

· With more than 500 miles to go they faced enemies. The Red Army arrived near the Great Wall of China and met up with Communist allies. There they would rest and gather support to fight the Japanese.
· On October 25, 1935 Mao reached Yanan Shaanxi and established his headquarters in a cave.

· Only 4,000 of the original 100,000 men were still alive.

· A year later Chu Teh joined Mao after failing to establish a base in the west.

· Mao’s missing to establish a base in the north was right.

· Mao asked Snow to take his terms to fight the Japanese to Chiang Kai Shek.

· Mao assured Snow that one day he would rule China.

· Mao’s leadership during the long march proved he was the one man who could unite China. He developed a reputation of a demi-god who could do no wrong. The Chinese people would dearly pay as he turned into a ruthless dictator and destructive tyrant who held absolute power. Mao died in 1976.

· The one good thing is that he proved that peasants could start and win a revolution.
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